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From: rspb.org.uk
Subject: RE: Claimed public right of way - Bembridge
Date: 28 July 2021 at 10:30:41 BST

Dear

| am happy to help with as much as | know and can meet too if
you wish. My knowledge of the nature reserve and surrounding
area goes back to when | arrived here in January 2005, later that
year | was involved with dealing with issues relating to the land
which the current green fence surrounds.

If you are not familiar with the location where the claimed path D-E
Is said to be situated then | strongly advise a site visit because
aerial pictures and maps do not illustrate the topography very well.

During early 2005 there was little in the way of fencing around the
now green security fenced land neighbouring the RSPB nature
reserve north-east of claimed route D-E, bits of Heras fencing
were in situ but were broken and open in places. On the disused
track bed there was a gap in the fence that could be negotiated,
which | used to inspect our property on the 6th September 2005
and subsequent days of that month. The gap in the fence did not
look like it was generally used by the public. The raised ground
between the road and old railway bed was open from
Embankment road south-eastward. The Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) Harbour East saline lagoon extends further
north-east along the northern edge of the old railway bed beyond
claimed route D-E, and was wet approximately 2 metres beyond
the RSPB reserve boundary. The raised land abutting
Embankment road had a shallow gradient slope at the location
where a static caravan is now situated alongside the RSPB land
boundary, the slope was shallow enough for vehicles to drive
down onto the old railway bed. There was no defined path leading
from the old railway bed to the road, certainly not along the
alignment of the claimed route D-E. | would occasionally see
people walking onto and around the raised land and walking down
to the then motor vehicle engineering works situated south-east of



the Pilots House and down the sloped concrete path at the north-
eastern side of the Pilots House.

For as long as the RSPB have owned the old railway bed and
saline lagoons we have considered that the lagoon path came to a
dead end at the claimed route point D, as depicted within our
original RSPB Brading Marshes Nature Reserve trail guide
produced in 2007 and the current version produced in 2018. We
became aware that people were accessing the RSPB East
Harbour lagoon from the Houseboat car park in 2015 onwards,
which was causing significant damage to the lagoon and the
populations of protected species it contains. We were constantly
removing junk rubbish that was being thrown into the lagoon by
others trying to achieve access across it. In April 2019 a
constructed boardwalk was placed into the lagoon by others
without permission, which was subsequently removed. The
trespass route through the lagoon was then secured by fencing to
prevent further direct damage to the protected habitat and species
in accordance with our statutory obligations.

On the 6t September 2005 landfill material was brought onto the
land neighbouring the reserve and landscaped, raising the level of
that land. The landscaping resulted in the forementioned part of
Harbour East saline lagoon that extended north-east beyond the
RSPB boundary being filled in and material was also pushed into
the lagoon owned by the RSPB adjacent to the southern edge of
the old railway bed known as Harbour Farm East saline lagoon
(Fig.3), in addition to Harbour East lagoon at the location where
route D-E is claimed. The forementioned gradient slope was filled
(Fig. 6) and landscaped to make a steep slope resembling the rest
of the raised land spreading north-eastward up to the engineering
works and north-westward to Embankment road. Due to the
damage to the Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), the
Special Protection Area (SPA) and the SAC an enforcement case
was opened by Isle of Wight Council planning department and
English Nature (now Natural England). Shortly after the green
security fencing was erected around the part of that property
where it abutted the remaining lagoons at the RSPB reserve



boundary. The raised land area remained open for some time and
was demarked by white painted oil drums. There were further
landfill incidents since 2005 on that property which extended the
raised land further towards the South, overlapping the old railway
bed. It was some years later that the whole of that property was
completely fenced with green fencing and later again the
compound now containing the mobile home was similarly fenced.
Fig. 3. - Harbour Farm East Lagoon infill on 6th
2005

September

Fig 6. - Slope Filled on 6t September 2005 where a static
caravan is now situated



We know that the extent of the saline lagoons were mapped by
the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) in 1996 as part
of the notification process for the SAC, and we have a report
produced by the Natural History Museum that shows the extent of
water within the lagoons in 2002, indicating it is unlikely that the
general public were walking through there to reach points D & E
for some time prior to those dates if ever (extract fig. 2) . In
addition, we have a hydrology report for the lagoons published in
2002 by Atkins for the Environment Agency that shows GPS
bathymetric survey points covering the extent of East Harbour
lagoon with an accompanying map showing water depths,
including where the lagoon extended north-east beyond RSPB
property (extract fig. 4 & 5). There are two years when the Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notifications were carried out,
1971 and 1984, where it can be expected that vegetation and
habitat maps were produced by the statutory nature conservation
body at that time, if obtained they might show the presence of any
path. | envisage that it would have been a steep fall from
embankment road to the lagoon area prior to the commencement
of landfilling whenever that commenced. | notice that a historic
planning map available within the Isle of Wight Council website



indicates several enforcement cases on and in the vicinity of the
raised land, which might give some indication of timings if
investigated.

Fig. 2. - Natural History Museum, Solent and Isle of Wight
Lagoons Survey (R.Bamber, N.J. Evans & R.S. Robbins)
December 2003, extract showing extent of open water.

Fig. 4. - Aerial image showing GPS locations of Bathymetric
survey points (Environment Agency - Hydrology of
Bembridge Lagoons Report 2002).



Fig. 5. - Map showing lagoon depths (Environment Agency -
Hydrology of Bembridge Lagoons Report 2002).



On the 201" December 2020 | was forwarded an enquiry from
Natural England relating to the location of a species of algae that
had been recorded somewhere within the Harbour East lagoon
area in September 1930. A sketch map of the location was
provided (Fig. 1). | could not match the location within the extent
of the lagoons that exist today, but | soon realised when aligning
the features and the orientation with Ordnance Survey maps that it
is the area further to the north-east of the RSPB reserve, which
has since been infilled by considerable depth and possibly built
on. The sketch map does show that the area was open water and
marsh at that point in time, with Hawthorn along the road
embankment.

Fig. 1. - Lagoon survey sketch map.



That's about all the information we have about the area where
claimed route D-E is located at this time, but we will keep a look
out in our files and forward any further information | find.

Kind regards,

Site Manager

Brading Marshes Nature Reserve The Barn, Carpenters Farm,
Carpenters Road, St Helens, Isle of Wight. PO33 1YL

rspb.org.uk


http://www.rspb.org.uk/

The RSPB is the UK’s largest nature conservation charity, inspiring everyone to give

nature a home. Together with our partners, we protect threatened birds and wildlife so
our towns, coast and countryside will teem with life once again. We play a leading role
in BirdLife International, a worldwide partnership of nature conservation organisations.

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England
and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654


http://www.rspb.org.uk/

From: @rspb.org.uk
Subject: RE: Claimed public right of way - Bembridge
Date: 24 August 2021 at 16:37:44 BST

Dear

Since my previous correspondence on 2gth July 2021 where |
mentioned | would keep looking in our files | have found an O.S
map within our deeds that shows the extent of water within East
Harbour Lagoon that extended north-east of our boundary that is
shown on the map in red (Fig. A). The production date of the O.S
map is not shown but the west end of the same map (Fig.B)
features the current sluices and road bridge which were installed
in 1992. This potentially time dates the map data between 1992
and when the deed was signed in 2004. The map also shows the
extent of the embanked landfill and remaining railway bed during
that period.

Fig. A — East End of RSPB Deed Map.



Fig. B — West End of Deed Map, Showing St Helens Road Bridge
& Bembridge Sluices constructed in 1992.

| hope this is of use. Kind regards,

Site Manager

Brading Marshes Nature Reserve The Barn, Carpenters Farm,
Carpenters Road, St Helens, Isle of Wight. PO33 1YL

rspb.org.uk

The RSPB is the UK’s largest nature conservation charity, inspiring everyone to give

nature a home. Together with our partners, we protect threatened birds and wildlife so
our towns, coast and countryside will teem with life once again. We play a leading role
in BirdLife International, a worldwide partnership of nature conservation organisations.

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England
and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654


http://www.rspb.org.uk/
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